
HCHS Band Camp 

The Harlan County High School Marching Black Bears recently wrapped up their 3 weeks of band camp 

with a bang!  The band’s 2012 show entitled “Underdark” is the story of a coal miner going through the 

hard times facing all coal miners at this point in time.  “The story of our miner, portrayed by color guard 

member Tony Thomas, has a happy ending.   It’s really unfortunate that our miners are facing the 

troubles that they are and we want to use our show to raise awareness about what’s happening to 

mining jobs in Eastern Kentucky.  We hope to do our part in getting happier endings for our laid off 

miners,” say director Bryce Miller. 

The band took an overnight trip during camp to Murfreesboro, Tennessee to watch the top 8 Drum 

Corps in the world compete with each other.  “The corps were amazing.  I’ve never seen a group do 

what these groups were capable of doing” says drum major Jessica Bush.  The directors used this trip to 

get the band fired up for their upcoming competitive season.  “The kids came back ready to conquer the 

world,” says Miller.  “They saw what chasing excellence and having high standards can do for an 

individual, and they took it to heart.  The corps that won the contest, The Blue Devils, took time to speak 

with our kids and take pictures with them once the competition had ended.  We were truly blessed to 

be able to offer this opportunity to our band.” 

The Harlan County Marching Black Bears will debut the first part of “Underdark” at the first HCHS home 

football game on August 31.  The band will also be competing in Hazard for their first time this season 

on September 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture 1: The Harlan County Marching Black Bears outside of Johnny “Red” Floyd Stadium in 

Murfreesboro, TN.

 

  



Picture 2: HCHS Band students Erica Gilliam, Alexis Brewer, and Emilee Arney with members of the 15-

time world champion Blue Devils drum corps. 

 

 


